succeeding page, he tells us that " he believes his sense of hearing to be naturally excellent, as he has found himself capable of distinguishing and appreciating sounds which were not detected by some others engaged in the same pursuits." In addition to all this he informs us that, " during the last ten years, he has possessed very ample opportunities of gaining proficiency as an auscultator"?and that, during this time, " he has studied under some of the best auscultators in the world." We would hint to the ingenious author that, it would have exhibited more " natural delicacy," on his part, if he had employed some friend, or one of his master auscultators, to pen the foregoing particulars.
Dr. Hocken commences his preface with the following declaration :? " The author has put forth the following essay, with a sincere desire to benefit others, and entirely without the probability of benefitting self." In his general conclusions on the cases detailed, Dr. Hocken observes that it is in the chronic forms of the disease that naphtha is most serviceable, " especially where the predisposition to phthisis is not very powerful, and where the tubercular deposition is limited in extent." The earlier the stage of the disease, the greater will be the chance of benefit from the remedy.
" Extensive and advanced disease, previous to softening of the tubercles and the formation of caverns, are, as a general rule, curable by naphtha." This is by far too sanguine a sentiment. Dr. H. believes that, when excavations have occurred, the disease is incurable.
" The beneficial action of naphtha is seen in the relief of the breathlessness ?f the patient, the cough, and expectoration; also in the relief of the hectic, the profuse sweating, diarrhoea, &c. Its action on the physical signs is first manifested in the diminution of the dulness on percussion, diminution of the increased
